
Echt & Skene Community Council 
Minute of Meeting held 16th October 2025 at Garlogie Hall 

 
Present: Fiona Bick (chair), George Glennie, Greig Russell, Niall McBeath, Chris Minchin, Paula Houston, Cllr 
Ron McKail, 2 Dunecht residents, 1 Garlogie resident, 1 Echt resident 
 
Apologies:  Nick Pilbeam (Secretary), Cllr Craig Miller, Cllr Fatima Joji, 
 
Minute of last meeting: Approved  

Police Report:  Reports received for July and August. Road traffic were the only recorded crimes including 
one speeding offence, one drunk driver involved in a collision, and one driver found to be without insurance. 
No issues were raised in relation to Policing.    
 
Skene Paths Group: Correspondence ongoing with Dunecht Estate in respect of the football field in Kirkton 
of Skene. NESTRANS has another round of grant funding coming up although the terms requiring match 
funding may be too onerous. 
 
Feedback from NE Convention of Community Councils 11th October: Nick Pilbeam attended this event to 
represent ESCC. The event was arranged to bring together NE Scotland CC’s affected by energy 
developments (wind, solar, BESS, transmission lines) to discuss the issues arising therefrom. 33 community 
councils attended. The main outcome of the meeting was to congratulate Highland Community Councils on 
the statement they issued to the Scottish Government demanding a moratorium on new energy 
developments until a proper strategy and spatial plan has been put together. A subcommittee of NE CCs will 
be formed to use that as a template and produce our own statement by December.  
ESCC members unanimously confirmed their support for this course of action. 
 
Aberdeenshire LDP Call for Ideas: Members discussed potential ideas for submission including: 
 

 Maintaining headcount at Dunecht School 
 More car parking and a glass recycling point in Echt 
 Ensuring no coalescence of Kirkton of Skene with Westhill 

Action: Fiona to draft response for review at the next meeting 
 
MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
 
Community Resilience: Aberdeenshire Council has granted funds for purchase of two 2kWh power banks for 
use in the halls. Nick is still aiming to set up a meeting once power banks have been purchased and prior to 
the onset of winter. Action: Nick 

Hill of Fare Proposed Wind Farm: The community hearing at the Public Enquiry was well attended. HES, 
HoFWIG/CCs and Aberdeenshire Council have all submitted their closing statements. The applicant has until 
Monday 20th to submit theirs, then the reporter will consider all the evidence and issue her report and 
recommendation to Scottish Ministers by 20th January 2026. 

SSEN Kintore to Tealing 400kV OHL Proposal: Hard copies of the Section 37 application were delivered by 
SSEN to Westhill Library and Echt Hall. Statutory consultees including ESCC have until 20th October to 
respond (the minimum allowed for under legislation). The deadline for public comments is 27th October. 
Action: Fiona to draft ESCC objection and circulate at the weekend for submission on 20th 



Litter Picking: Paula Houston hasn’t had any contact from Waste Services yet with respect to proposed dates 
for roadside litter picking by the Council outside Echt.  
 
Garlogie Speed Limit Reduction: Garioch Area Committee has endorsed the proposed reduction of the 
speed limit from 40mph to 30mph. It will now go to the Infrastructure Services Committee agenda in 
November or January for approval.   
 
Winter Grit Bins: The removal of the grit bins is currently on hold. Aberdeenshire Council is reportedly going 
to offer up for adoption by community organisations, the grit bins slated for removal.  
 
New Planning Applications: 

 APP/2025/1688 Erection of Dwellinghouse - Site At Broomhill Farm Lyne Of Skene Dunecht Westhill 
No comment 
 

Treasurer’s Report: 

No income since last meeting  
Expenditure since last meeting:  

 £20 hall fees 
 
Cash in Bank: £7,238.71 (£2740 ring-fenced for Echt play-park; £382.52 ring-fenced for flower barrels; 
£4,116.19 general ESCC funds)  
 
The Council has asked for CC treasurers to separate admin costs from other expenditure in this year’s 
accounts. So far this year, ESCC has spent £591.89 on admin. 
 
Correspondence/Consultations/Upcoming Events: 

 WECC is arranging a meeting of Aberdeenshire CCs to discuss how the Council’s funding share is 
calculated (and that of other Scottish Councils) and to lobby for a fairer method. The meeting is 
tentatively planned for late November – date TBA. Action: Cllr McKail offered to circulate the basis 
of the current funding calculation. 

 We received an enquiry from the Council asking who owns the land on which the concrete bus 
shelters stand in Garlogie (near the Hall) and on the A944 at the Kirkton of Skene crossroads. A reply 
was sent suggesting they approach Dunecht Estate, which owns the land adjacent to the pubic road 
at both locations.  

  
AOCB: 

 Dunecht Road Markings – Central road markings have now been put down by Roads. However, some 
of the new countdown signs on approach to the village are obscured by trees. Action: Chris to ask 
Dunecht Estate if they could cut back the vegetation. 

 The speed activated sign approaching Echt from the east has been removed. This is the last one to 
go of the three that used to be in place on the N, W and E main roads. 

 
Future Meeting Dates: 

 27th November 2025 Dunecht Hall 
 8th January 2026 Echt Hall 
 19th February 2026 Milne Hall, Kirkton of Skene 
 2nd April 2026 Lyne of Skene Hall 
 14th May 2026 Garlogie Hall 
 25th June 2026 Dunecht Hall 


