
Echt & Skene Community Council 
Minute of Meeting held 21st May 2026 at Lyne of Skene Hall 

 
Present: Fiona Bick (chair), Nick Pilbeam (Secretary), Greig Russell, Chris Minchin, Ian MacMaster, Nial McBeath, Paula 
Houston, Cllr Ron McKail, 2 Dunecht residents, 2 Echt resident, 1 Garlogie resident  
 
Apologies:  George Glennie, Cllr Craig Miller 
 
Minute of last meeting: Approved  

Police Report:  A new style of quarterly report was received relating to 1Q 2026 despite Garioch Area CCs being 
unanimous in their view that this style of report lacks granularity and doesn’t meet their needs to understand crime 
in their own areas. As expected, the report focuses on Westhill, Inverurie and Kemnay with no specifics for Echt & 
Skene. Action: Fiona to feedback to Police 
 
Skene Paths Group: Niall has arranged that litter picking will take place on the football field in Kirkton of Skene on 
29th May. 
 
Hill of Fare Wind Farm: A joint CC response on the applicability of the Raeshaw Farms judgement was sent to the 
Reporter on 23rd April.  We are still waiting for a decision by Scottish Ministers. 
 
NE Scotland Convention of Community Councils: No update.   
 
WECC Joint Statement on Aberdeenshire Council Funding Share: No recent update on this. COSLA decide how 
Scottish Government money is split between local authorities. Aberdeenshire is getting a slightly higher % of the per 
capita average this budget year compared to last. Members remain concerned that the Council’s contractors are 
overcharging. 
 
 
MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
 
Community Resilience:  A third powerbank has been received from the Council and has been deployed at Garlogie 
Hall. Chris has submitted a grant application to the Communities Challenge Fund for £12,000 to buy 4 snow blowers 
(one for each of ESCC’s settlements). If the application is successful, the new snow blowers will be more powerful 
and able to cope with compacted snow. Action: Chris is still to return the salt spreader to Westhill Men’s Shed for a 
refund. 

SSEN Kintore to Tealing 400kV OHL Proposal: Fiona is working on hearing statements on behalf of ESCC for the 
Community Hearing and Landscape and Visual Hearing. Nine CCs will make a joint submission on proposed Planning 
Conditions. Fiona will speak at the Kintore Community Hearing on 19th June. 

Speed Limit Reductions: These have still not made it onto the ISC agenda.   
 
Regarding Old Skene Road, the Council’s speed limit policy supports an extension of the 30mph limit to the Westhill 
Community Church. This extension would reduce the distance to the Kirkton of Skene 30mph zone below 600m, 
when policy dictates that the 30mph limits should be made continuous. Members don’t support a continuous 30mph 
zone, which is unnecessary for a rural road with no houses and a segregated footpath and cycle way, and which will 
erode the separation between Kirkton of Skene and Westhill, which it’s feared will encourage infill development. 
 
Vegetation Obscuring Road Signs: Fiona has logged the obscured Skene School flashing signs on the Council’s Road 
Faults website. The flashing sign north of the school is almost completely invisible now. 
 
218 Bus Service Diversion: Bus service 218 between Aberdeen and Alford reverted to its normal routing on 18th May 
following the road closure for cutting back of tree branches between Kirkton of Skene and Skene School. When the 
road closure notice was received, Fiona contacted the Council to point out that the affected stretch of road should 
never have prevented buses from serving Lyne of Skene at all, since the bus would always have been able to access 



Lyne of Skene via the B9126 from the Smithy crossroads on the A944. Stagecoach therefore reinstated its service to 
Lyne of Skene on 21st April. CLOSED 
  
Flower Barrels: Echt Horticultural Society have agreed the purchase of bedding plants from Foxlane Garden Centre. 
Garlogie Hall Committee has been asked to donate £80 for their new barrels. This donation, along with the 
remaining ring-fenced donations from last year, will cover almost all of the total cost. It was agreed to make up any 
shortfall using general funds. 
 
New Planning Applications: 

 APP/2026/0597 Installation of Dormer Windows and Re-roofing Outbuilding with Installation of Solar PV 
Panels - Upper Affloch, Dunecht, Westhill AB32 7BP . No comment 

 APP/2026/0652 Demolition of Dwellinghouse and Erection of 4 Dwellinghouses -Bluepark, Lyne Of Skene, 
Westhill AB32 7EP. No comment 

 APP/2026/0740 Alterations and Extension to Dwellinghouse - Helensdale, Glebe Land, Kirkton Of Skene 
Westhill AB32 6XE. No comment 

 
Prior Planning Applications: 

 APP/2026/0560 Internal and External Alterations - Monecht House Echt Westhill AB32 6UN Decision still 
pending 
 

Treasurer’s Report: 

The 2025-26 accounts have been examined and signed off by an independent examiner.  
 
Income since last meeting: nil 
 
Expenditure since last meeting:  

 £100 contribution to legal fees for Hill of Fare additional submission 
 £20 Milne Hall electricity contribution 
 £17.35 Echt hall fees 

 
Cash in Bank: £5,877.90 (£25.24 ringfenced for resilience centres; £1846 ring-fenced for Echt Park; £382.52 ring-
fenced for flower barrels; £3,624.14 general ESCC funds)  
 
Paula reported that the Council is advising an increased cost of £1932 for a new picnic bench for the Echt Pleasure 
Park. This cost will be paid for from the ring-fenced grant money for Echt Park improvements. Members agreed that 
ESCC would fund the balance of £86 if the Council won’t waive it.  
 
Correspondence/Consultations/Upcoming Events: 

 Garioch Area Community Council Forum meets on 3rd June – there will be a presentation on community 
benefit. It will also be the AGM. 

 Alison Cumming is seeking responses to the invitation to a CC networking event at the end of September. 
There are no members able to attend. 

  
AOCB: 

 Chris advised that the twentieth annual Dunecht Dash takes place on 13th June. The event is a major fund-
raiser for Dunecht School and aims to be as sustainable as possible with an emphasis on local content e.g. 
prizes, food offerings, etc. 

 Paula reported that a litter pick has been completed in Echt. 4 bags of rubbish were collected in the village, 
and 6 bags were collected from the roadside between Echt and Garlogie (mostly fast food litter) 

 
Future Meeting Dates: 

 25th June 2026 Dunecht Hall (AGM) 


